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Cream of the News 

February milk production in Wisconsin was 4 per- 
cent greater than a year ago and the highest output 
for that month since 1965. 

Wholesale prices of butter and cheese showed 
little change from January to February. 

Cheese production in the Nation during Febru- 
ary was up 10 percent from the previous year but out- 
put of butter declined 2 percent. 

Milk prices declined seasonally from January to 
February but were still 17 cents a hundredweight 
higher than a year ago. 

The index of prices received for Wisconsin farm 
products increased from January to February due to 
higher meat animal prices. 

The Nation’s supply of meat in cold storage at 
the end of February was down 3 percent from a year 
earlier because of a reduction in pork stocks. 

Based on the March 1 Planting Intentions Sur- 
vey, Wisconsin farmers plan to reduce their corn acre- 
age 3 percent in 1972 while increasing soybean acreage 
20 percent. 

Barrow and gilt prices at the St. Paul market in 
February averaged about $1.00 higher than in January 
and were well above February last year. 

Cheese and butter stocks in the Nation’s cold 
storage facilities at the end of February were lower 
than a year ago. 

Production of pork during January was a fourth 
less than a year earlier and the lowest total since July 
1971. 

Beef cattle prices at the St. Paul and Kansas City 
markets continued to increase during February. 

The number of hogs on Wisconsin farms March 1 
was 9 percent below last year. 

Weekly receipts of milk indicate that production 
of American cheese in Wisconsin and the Nation during 
February will be substantially above a year earlier. 

A custom rates guide for spring field work is 
shown on page 7. 
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MILK PRODUCTION 
ABOVE YEAR AGO 


Milk production on Wisconsin dairy farms totaled 1,495 
million pounds in February, up 4 percent from a year ago and 
the highest output for that month since 1965. Production de- 
clined 3 percent from January to February compared with a 
5 percent drop for those months in 1971. Output per cow av- 
eraged 800 pounds in February, an increase of 20 pounds from 
last year. 
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Feb. Jan.-Feb. 
Million pounds Percent 
Wisconsin .... 1,441 1,495 3,035 +4 +3 
Minnesota .... 828 840 1,694 +1 NC 
TOWaA ors scausweress 354 BySIa/ 728 +] NC 
New York .... 798 818 1,657 aes) NC 
Pennsylvania .. 543 570 1,162 +5 3) 
California -. .% 705 748 1,513 +6 +4 
Other states... 4,337 4,518 9,192 +4 +3 
United States .. 9,006 9,346 18,981 +4 2 





AMERICAN CHEESE PRODUCTION 
TO CONTINUE ABOVE LAST YEAR 


Based on weekly receipts of milk by dairy plants, pro- 
duction of American cheese in Wisconsin and the Nation during 
February will be substantially higher than last year. The Na- 
tional output of American cheese in February is expected to 


Recent Changes in Butter and Cheese Output 

















Butter American Cheese 
United States Wisconsin United States Wisconsin 
Periods 
Production Changes) Change Production poles npc nange 
from last | from last from last | from last 
1972 1972 
year year year year 
1,000 Ibs. | Percent | Percent | 1,000lbs. | Percent | Percent 
January .... 101,475 —2 — 4 123,960 + 9 ae 
Weeks ending 
Feb. 3. 23,900 =1 — 6 29,100 +12 + 9 
Feb. 10.. 23,900 =1 — 4 28,900 +12 +11 
Feb. as 24,150 —4 —14 29,500 +12 + 6 
Feb. ies 24,000 —1 a 8) 31,100 +18 +16 
Mar. Si 24,000 —1 — 3 31,400 +14 stant 
Totalitince = 120,350 —2 XXX 150,000 +14 XXX 
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be about 14 percent above the previous year, while Wiscon- 
sin’s production for February could exceed the 5 percent in- 
crease shown in January compared with a year earlier. Butter 
production in both Wisconsin and the Nation for February 
may continue to be lower than last year. 


FEBRUARY MILK 
PRICE LOWER 


Prices received by Wisconsin farmers for all milk sold 
during February are expected to average $5.48 a hundred- 
weight, a seasonal decline of 4 cents from January. The Febru- 
ary all milk price would be 17 cents higher than a year ago. 

Milk prices in January averaged $5.52 a hundredweight, 
down | cent from December but 22 cents above January 1971. 
Milkfat content averaged 3.77 percent for January, the same 
as a year earlier. 

Producers for the Grade A market received an average of 
$5.70 a hundredweight in January, a decline of 2 cents from 
December but 19 cents more than the previous year. Manu- 
facturing grade milk averaged $5.29 a hundredweight during 
January, up 1 cent from December and 21 cents above Janu- 
ary last year. The price spread between market and manufac- 
turing grade milk was 41 cents for January compared with 43 
cents in January 1971. 


Milk Prices 1/ 
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price per cwt. 1972 
Selected States a Pri 72/71 price 
verage rice er 
test per cwt. 1971 1972 change abe 2/ 
Percent | Dollars | Dollars | Dollars | Percent | Dollars 
Milk for all uses 
Wisconsin ea. mec: 3.80 5.53 5.30 5.52 +4 5.48 
Minnesota....... 3.69 5.15 4.92 §.11 +4 5.08 
TOW crave tore erte. leans 3.79 5.38 5.26 5.39 ase) S.35) 
ING We YiOr Keynes 2 as 3.70 6.40 6.25 6.35 arp) 6.30 
California... 6. - 3.82 6.00 5.75 5.95 vine} neds 
United States .... 3.81 6.18 5.96 6.13 +3 6.06 
Wisconsin utilization 
Market milk ..... 3.80 See 5.51 5.70 +3 XXX 
Manufacturing milk] 3.81 5.28 5.08 5.29 +4 XXX 
(@reameries 7 -ysee 3.79 Soh 7 5.07 Salis +2 XXX 
Cheese factories .. 3.81 5.30 5.09 S31 +4 XXX 
Varied prod. plants 3.80 5.22 5.05 5.19 +3 XXX 





1/ Preliminary average buying prices received for milk of average test. They differ 
from basic buying, prices which are for 3.5% milk. 2/ Based on preliminary infor- 
mation for milk of average test. 





Wisconsin 3.5 Test Milk Prices 1/ 



















Jan. Dec. Change from 











Guiltier 1971 1971 last year 

Dollars per cwt. Percent 
Milk for alinisesiavey. apepatenere eheen> =e 4.92 5.09 52112) +4 
Market mile: ge. een ena eee si 5.18 S20, 5.29 +2 
Manufacturing milk ............. 4.74 4.85 4.91 +4 
Creamentes nie pabatks cite rans is 4.65 4.77 4.81 +3 
American cheese plants ....... 4.75 4.87 4.89 55) 
Varied products plants ....... 4.70 4.81 4.83 3 

Federal Order Markets 

Chicago Regional Base Zone 3/ . 5.47 5.58 5.59 +2 





1/ Computed equivalents. 2/ Preliminary. 3/ Includes Milwaukee County, Wiscon- 
sin and Winnebago County, Illinois. 


CHEESE PRODUCTION UP 
BUT BUTTER OUTPUT LOWER 


Production of all cheese in the Nation during January 
was 10 percent more than a year earlier but butter output was 
down 2 percent. Swiss cheese production was up 28 percent 
from January last year while output of Brick and Muenster 
rose 13 percent. American cheese production in January in- 
creased 9 percent from a year ago, and output of Italian and 
all other cheese showed a gain of 8 percent. 

Wisconsin produced 56 million pounds of American 
cheese during January, up 5 percent from the previous year. 
Minnesota increased its production of American cheese 22 per- 
cent from January last year. Output of American cheese in 
Missouri during January was 7 percent higher than a year ear- 
lier while all other states had a 10 percent increase. 


Current Dairy Products Estimates 




















January January Change from 


Item and area 





1971 1972 last year 
1,000 pounds Percent 
BUTTER 
WISCONSINGS... 20 Seas. ste 17,575 16,900 -—- 4 
Minnesota: c.i%0s ust teias ic 26,985 24.400 —10 
TOWa hind eteseeicaspeteraee sts 8,200 7,700 SG 
Other!states!s754. 2 ey. = 51,085 52,475 ae Ss} 
United States ota. ose 103,845 101,475 — 2 
CHEESE, AMERICAN 
‘WISCONSIN G Sedeiuevevet ieee rsce 53,200 56,000 nS 
Minnesota essere byecera ska 13,110 16,030 E122 
MasSOuTIN Seas tes shavers siete 5,330 5,680 as 4) 
Other States Woce: Meay 42,130 46,250 +10 
United States =~. ..-. 3... - 113,770 123,960 + 9 
CHEESE, MISCELLANEOUS 
United States 
Swiss 'ccctacteeaids creas os 10,820 13,900 28 
Brick and Muenster... 5,165 5,830 +13 
Limburger sah. ons 2 le 265 240 -— 9 
Ttalianiecs cece ones 35,585 38,500 + 8 
All-othetcc cas aowene hs 15,380 16,555 + 8 
(Rotalsc\e) ie ste 67,215 75,025 ce Be) 
ALL CHEESE 
Woited (States pier. wear a 180,985 198,985 +10 
OTHER PRODUCTS 
Cottage Cheese 
United States 
Curd!) ieee 60,490 62,835 + 4 
Creamedt2/y7 ae 80,650 83,225 + 63 
1,000 gallons Percent 
Ice Cream 
Wisconsin, 2.) <0 sci 1,440 1,375 — 5 
WMindis, 33 e ates 2,960 2,620 =11 
TOW a acini stereos 530 560 +716 
Michigan» jercictsuetlena > 2,505 2,390 — § 
Minnesota ......... 1,955 1,980 ae 
Other’States". see 43,000 44,855 +4 
United(States see. 34 52,390 53,780 + 3 





1/ Includes cottage, pot, and bakers’ cheese with a milkfat content of less than 
4 percent. 2/ Includes cheese with a milkfat content of 4 to 19 percent. 
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Wisconsin creameries churned 4 percent less butter in 
January than a year ago. Minnesota’s butter production was 
down 10 percent from January 1971 while Iowa’s output de- 
clined 6 percent. All other states combined increased their 
January production of butter 3 percent from a year earlier. 


WHOLESALE DAIRY PRICES 
SHOW LITTLE CHANGE 


Wholesale prices of butter and cheese were quite stable 
from January to February. Prices of 92-score butter at New 
York averaged 68% cents a pound in February, the same as 
January but 2 cents under a year ago. 

Block Swiss cheese, Wisconsin State Brand, averaged 70% 
cents a pound for February, unchanged from the previous 
month but 5 cents higher than February 1971. Wholesale 
prices of cheddar cheese in 40 pound blocks averaged 58.69 
cents a pound during February, up less than 4 cent from Jan- 
uary but more than 2% cents above last year. 


Wholesale Dairy Prices 

















February January February 








Samara Ory 1971 1972 1972 1/ 

Butter, 92-score, New York, pound.... 70.75¢ 68.75¢ 68.75¢ 
Cheese, Cheddars, Wisconsin primary 

markets, 40 lb. blocks, pound 2/ ... 56.07¢ 58.50¢ 58.69¢ 
Cheese, Swiss, Wisconsin State Brand, 

DIO CKIPOUNG 2) mie wretorete citer re) aos 65.50¢ 70.50¢ 70.50¢ 


Evaporated milk, North Central States, 
case, 48-14% oz. cans, range ...... 

Nonfat dry milk solids, spray, Chicago 
AECAT POUNC ees ercer sey ein eis), ol cuetaises alte 


$8.00-8.60 $7.70-9.10 $———— 


27.12¢ 31.31¢ 31.41¢ 
1/ Preliminary estimates. 2/ Selling prices, f.o.b. at Wisconsin assembly points. 





PORK SUPPLY 
DOWN A FOURTH 


Production of pork during January was a fourth less than 
a year earlier and the lowest total since July 1971. Output of 
beef in January was up | percent from the previous year. With 
the reduced pork supply, production of red meat in Wiscon- 
sin’s commercial slaughter plants during January was 11% per- 
cent below a year ago. The 97.6 million pounds of red meat 
produced in January was almost 15% million pounds less than 
in December and nearly 13 million pounds under January 
poms 

Wisconsin slaughtering plants killed 91,000 cattle during 
January, an increase of 500 from last year. Average liveweight 


Commercial Livestock Slaughter 






Liveweight 





Change 























Area January roa January 
last year 1971 if 1972 
1,000 head Percent Million pounds 

Cattle 

Wisconsin ....... 90.5 91.0 an MN 103.1 104.5 

United States 1/ .. | 2,917.8 2,888.4 -— 1 3,053.0 3,026.4 
Calves 

Wisconsines chasse 33.0 28.0 -15 4.5 4.2 

United States 1/.. 321.9 289.2 —10 17:35 71.1 
Hogs 

Wisconsint.- ae 358.0 272.0 —24 85.2 63.9 

United States 1/.. | 8,257.1 7,017.3 -15 1,965.9 1,670.1 
Sheep and lambs 

Wisconsin ....... a2 2 NC -020 -021 

United States 1/ .. 936.4 880.8 —.6 100.1 94.3 





1/ Excludes Alaska and Hawaii. 


of cattle for January was 1,148 pounds, 9 pounds heavier than 
a year earlier. 

The January hog slaughter of 272,000 was 86,000 under 
the previous year. Hogs averaged 235 pounds liveweight for 
January, 3 pounds lighter than a year ago. 

Calf slaughter during January totaled 28,000, a decline of 
5,000 from January 1971. Calf liveweight, at 149 pounds in 
January, was 14 pounds above a year earlier. The sheep and 
lamb kill of 200 during January was the same as last year. 


MEAT STOCKS LESS 
THAN A YEAR AGO 


Total meat stocks in the Nation’s cold storage facilities at 
the end of February were 3 percent under a year ago. Although 
beef stocks were up 2 percent from February last year, sup- 
plies of pork in cold storage declined 13 percent. 


Cold Storage Stocks of Meat 
United States 






Change 








Commodity from 
last year 
1,000 pounds Percent 
Beef: 
POZO eee euris ays. ne 363,500 298,770 345,491 303,545 + 2 
In cure and cured ....... 10,824 9,601 8,443 9,736 nee a 
ay 2) WO dre Sane mares (ale ea 374,324 308,371 353,934 313,281 + 2 
Pork: 
BLOZEN: cpa ee 6 id.c seeks 211,041 315,918 287,517 273,897 —13 
In cooler tes aacdiecs. = ohne 26,350 22,890 20,747 19,928 —13 
HR SP ee, te Nile a 237,391 338,808 308,264 293,825 —13 
Other meats and meat 
products: 
Vealstrozenine a aceneoe 11,398 8,334 9,272 8,039 —- 4 
Lamb and mutton, frozen.| 18,064 19,653 16,604 13,583 —31 
Canned meats in cooler: 
ams) teste ee asi ns 45,599 50,452 64,844 71,476 +42 
Other'meats.s. 6 <2 < s-c 19,126 19,596 20,730 22,490 +15 
Motaliall meats ges sie aiek- 705,902 745,214 773,648 722,694 — 3 




















Precipitation 

Accumu- 

lative 

: For | Nor- | depar- 

paaus month} mal ture 

since 

Jan. 1 

(NINETY. ovis Oe eto aes 43 et SAS. 
Syersetayh Geass ano 54 80 — .16 
Spooner) 2 1a5-)- <a. 47 (64) ate 
Park: Palls® .fe = st. 2<i2teus .80 197i "mer 35 
Rhinelander........ 1.12 1.10 — .05 
Medford ss. eves ere ne 124 1-07 eee 

Marinette ey.s:-s leah so. 1579 S19 Nice 
ANTIZOD evtssie ve sila es -76 92 — .58 
River Falls’... =... 2... -32 82 — .41 
a Crosse miei siete 5O0641.05 = 1.19; 
Hatfield Dam....... 41 -80 — .37 
Marshfield ......... 83 .99 — .64 
Riancockysisey se fave ates -51 95), —-*.91 
Gréen Bay 23.00%. 2 01. -96 1.08 — .62 
Oshkoshictysrvaus cacy Siti = 4.38 
Sheboygan......... .54 64 —1.22 
Manitowoc......... 290) © 14ae = 155:5 
WanCaster. cev'. « evate a= -66 1.06 —1.29 
Darlingtonyess eres «> a4 OS el 37, 
Hillsboro: awascsee 2 2s 47 1.09 — 1.06 
Portage atigat. sy. 48 1.18 —1.62 
Ma GISOMI pense setter ars @ Adem to) 8 ole Ek 
Beloit: weceses oes cole 125 EO 
Lake Geneva ....... 1.34..54:26 =. 9372 
Milwaukee (airport) . . - 9 42 20 22 -86 1.40 — 1.62 
Average for 25 stations — 21 40 15 19 wee eh = .78 








Milk Cows, Production per Cow, and Total Milk Production, Wisconsin by Counties, 1969-71 

































































1969 1970 1971 1/ 
County Number Milk Total Number Milk Total Number Milk Production 
of cows 1/ per cow production of cows 1/ per cow production of cows 1/ per cow Quantity Rank 
Number Pounds 1,000 pounds Number Pounds 1,000 pounds Number Pounds 1,000 pounds 

Barron iors cceccca i < sere teaeté 47,700 9,700 462,690 47,800 10,000 478,000 48,100 10,200 490,620 9 
Bayfield cinvencrnccenee sere cin 6,600 9,000 59,400 6,500 9,300 60,450 6,400 9,400 60,160 60 
Burnett wees. sieve sieecehe 7,100 9,000 63,900 7,000 9,100 63,700 7,200 9,300 66,960 59 
Chippewae eae. bee 50,300 9,300 467,790 50,100 9,400 470,940 49,700 9,700 482,090 11 
Douglas acts ace eee 3,900 9,100 35,490 3,400 9,300 31,620 3,200 9,400 30,080 65 
POU. a. a napepoe tsi tices eens 36,500 9,600 350,400 35,500 9,900 351,450 36,000 10,000 360,000 22 
Ruski c octetete cas sneak overseas 20,300 9,000 182,700 19,900 9,100 181,090 20,100 9,200 184,920 42 
SAWY Oftictotens, Seng oes eels 4,600 8,900 40,940 4,000 9,000 36,000 4,000 9,200 36,800 63* 
Washburn sonic» sec 6,900 8,900 61,410 6,300 9,200 $7,960 6,000 9,400 56,400 61 

Northwest District ... 183,900 9,379 1,724,720 180,500 9,591 1,731,210 180,700 9,784 1,768,030 
Ashland cgcrcdacsis asc 6 5,000 8,800 44,000 4,800 9,000 43,200 4,600 9,100 41,860 62 
Clarkxtel nites ciate sions wets 66,300 9,300 616,590 66,500 9,600 638,400 68,000 9,800 666,400 4 
Tronic steuchsvtierbers 900 8,600 7,740 900 8,600 7,740 800 8,700 6,960 68 
Lincoln c « sias'ats sie lctersts 12,300 8,700 107,010 12,000 9,000 108,000 12,100 9,200 111,320 §3 
Marathon aijeite sec ais 87,600 9,300 814,680 87,600 9,600 840,960 88,100 9,900 872,190 1 
Oneidarsty: 5 ices: 700 8,100 5,670 700 8,200 5,740 800 8,400 6,720 69 
PLiCe de) enets) crannies ater 11,300 8,200 92,660 11,000 8,500 93,500 11,100 8,600 95,460 55 
Daylor cies is encieters ap sree 30,200 8,800 265,760 30,600 9,100 278,460 31,200 9,300 290,160 30 
Vilas i sees anes ae 200 8,100 1,620 100 8,200 820 100 8,300 830 71 

North Central District. 214,500 9,118 1,955,730 214,200 9,416 2,016,820 216,800 9,649 2,091,900 
BlorenCe: 3... con sent ess 1,300 8,800 11,440 1,300 8,900 11,570 1,300 9,100 11,830 67 
iPOrest ase hc isk ees 2,000 8,300 16,600 2,000 8,400 16,800 1,900 8,500 16,150 66 
Langlade je ccsues cis erie 12,800 9,200 117,760 12,600 9,400 118,440 13,000 9,500 123,500 $0 
Marinette ios. ce seine aro 12,800 9,100 116,480 13,000 9,300 120,900 13,200 9,400 124,080 49 
Menominee! ioe. oes 
Oconto) ease aes 29,600 9,500 281,200 29,900 9,800 293,020 30,100 9,900 297,990 29 
Shawano 3/2 cjeiels ers 46,200 9,800 452,760 46,500 10,100 469,650 46,900 10,300 483,070 10 

Northeast District 104,700 9,515 996,240 105,300 9,785 1,030,380 106,400 9,931 1,056,620 
Buffalosesees ccc sieatienseees 26,700 9,400 250,980 27,200 9,600 261,120 27,300 9,800 267,540 34 
DUnnese ts aioe sansie ors 39,600 9,800 388,080 39,000 9,900 386,100 39,700 10,200 404,940 16 
Bau Claire lsecas ee citennc 22,400 9,200 206,080 21,900 9,500 208,050 21,600 9,600 207,360 39 
JaekKsOn ob ac ecicie shew ese: 18,400 9,200 169,280 18,500 9,400 173,900 18,900 9,700 183,330 43 
EayCrosse Garantie eee 21,000 9,300 195,300 20,700 9,400 194,580 21,000 9,600 201,600 40 
Monroe) icc ears in cusuetce 37,000 9,300 344,100 37,300 9,400 350,620 37,900 9,500 360,050 21 
Pe pimecite sh devas sheets ocoeens 9,600 9,300 89,280 9,700 9,500 925150) 9,600 9,600 92,160 57 
PICLCE Ss core fore aiekarese's aiseers 27,000 9,300 251,100 26,800 9,600 257,280 26,500 9,800 259,700 36 
pt Croix eee eit ee 33,400 10,100 337,340 34,000 10,300 350,200 35,300 10,400 367,120 19 
Trempealeau) Ge... ose 33,100 9,800 324,380 34,300 10,000 343,000 35,600 10,200 363,120 20 

West Central District 268,200 9,530 2,555,920 269,400 9,714 2,617,000 273,400 9,901 2,706,920 
AGAIMS jogs othe oi, Bis ansheond 3,600 8,900 32,040 4,000 9,100 36,400 4,000 9,200 36,800 632 
Green) Lakei we as eo eee ee 14,700 9,700 142,590 14,300 9,900 141,570 13,900 10,100 140,390 47 
JUNEAU seraseue cvsta e cael: es 13,500 9,300 125,550 13,300 9,400 125,020 12,700 9,500 120,650 $1 
Marquette. or-iereneieneisee ete 7,000 9,100 63,700 7,300 9,500 69,350 7,400 9,600 71,040 $8 
Portage uieiersctcievers eho saer's 19,000 9,200 174,800 18,500 9,300 172,050 18,000 9,500 171,000 45 
Wapaca Aibcsraes «steerer 33,200 9,500 315,400 33,100 9,700 321,070 32,300 9,900 319,770 28 
Wausharaeee eae. sie 12,500 9,400 117,500 12,800 9,600 122,880 12,900 9,700 125,130 48 
WOO Ges onus crane thee its 26,500 9,400 249,100 25,800 9,700 250,260 26,000 9,900 257,400 i) 

Central District ..... 130,000 9,390 1,220,680 129,100 9,594 1,238,600 127,200 9,766 1,242,180 
BrOWnigs wiry. sane cupispaiee 39,700 10,400 412,880 39,100 10,700 418,370 39,700 10,900 432,730 14 
Calumetsci.(5)-scie = «1s tenets 29,100 10,500 305,550 29,700 10,700 317,790 30,000 10,900 327,000 26 
DOOP ie rs oieusues 2 sie sists 16,600 10,200 169,320 16,100 10,400 167,440 16,700 10,600 177,020 44 
Bond duilacecae eres 48,900 10,700 §23,230 49,800 10,900 542,820 50,800 11,100 563,880 5 
Kewaunee ies nthe os 29,000 10,100 292,900 29,700 10,400 308,880 30,500 10,600 323,300 Pag 
ManitG woe cies sieresis or 43,400 10,300 447,020 43,200 10,600 457,920 44,100 10,700 471,870 12 
Outagamie | y.23 5262s 45,600 10,600 483,360 45,700 10,800 493,560 46,200 11,000 508,200 8 
Sheboygan Aen ses. 3 33,500 10,300 345,050 33,100 10,600 350,860 33,100 10,800 357,480 23 
Winnebago 7). -\-)ar «me she 24,000 10,500 252,000 24,400 10,700 261,080 25,000 10,900 272,500 33 

East Central District . . 309,800 10,430 3,231,310 310,800 10,678 3,318,720 316,100 10,864 3,433,980 
(Crawford eines Aras ace 20,200 8,900 179,780 19,800 9,200 182,160 20,200 9,300 187,860 41 
Grant aovewiojens srals, aise acs $3,800 9,700 $21,860 54,000 9,900 534,600 55,000 10,000 550,000 6 
TOW ar Sox. eaete, o.oo ercie. shale’ a 38,300 9,600 367,680 38,500 9,800 377,300 38,900 9,900 385,110 lis) 
Vafayettenjas-ieer eine ale 42,600 9,300 396,180 42,600 9,500 404,700 42,900 9,700 416,130 WS} 
Richland: siete see 30,500 9,000 274,500 29,700 9,300 276,210 29,200 9,400 274,480 32 
Sake waste vethdelatsr are shone. ate 38,900 9,500 369,550 38,200 9,800 374,360 38,100 9,900 377,190 18 
Vernon tate. dis: crore heroes 46,100 9,100 419,510 46,200 9,400 434,280 46,200 9,500 438,900 13 

Southwest District ... 270,400 9,353 2,529,060 269,000 9,604 2,583,610 270,500 9,722 2,629,670 
Columbia" rtscie s mc ee 23,800 10,300 245,140 24,000 10,600 254,400 24,200 10,800 261,360 35 
DIANE ti stpaspeterne -siecttets 69,800 10,400 725,920 69,100 10,600 732,460 69,000 10,800 745,200 2 
Dodges he jeanne ene tes anew 62,400 10,300 642,720 63,700 10,600 675,220 64,000 10,800 691,200 3 
Greenies. ted ies hee 49,500 10,500 $19,750 49,200 10,700 $26,440 49,200 10,900 536,280 4} 
Jefferson’ siecccc castes we 31,500 10,700 337,050 31,000 10,900 337,900 30,600 11,100 339,660 "25 
Rock iiss aiiicias meses ie 31,600 10,300 325,480 31,300 10,600 331,780 31,500 10,800 340,200 24 

South Central District. 268,600 10,410 2,796,060 268,300 10,653 2,858,200 268,500 10,853 2,913,900 
Kenosha: as amie eras 10,000 10,500 105,000 10,300 10,800 111,240 10,200 10,900 111,180 54 
Milwaukee) 5). sess oa 600 9,300 5,580 500 9,500 4,750 500 9,700 4,850 70 
Ozawkeer eet e t.e 11,800 10,000 118,000 11,500 10,300 118,450 11,300 10,500 118,650 52 
Raine tis see eee hee ae 9,900 10,500 103,950 9,200 10,700 98,440 8,500 10,900 92,650 56 
Walworth, #7 %...iae- ss 26,900 10,600 285,140 26,800 10,900 292,120 26,100 11,100 289,710 31 
Washing tomisterc sie euet ass 24,400 10,200 248,880 24,300 10,400 252,720 24,200 10,600 256,520 38 
Waukeshaajcss)arasns ee 17,300 10,100 174,730 15,800 10,300 162,740 15,600 10,400 162,240 46 

Southeast District.... 100,900 10,320 1,041,280 98,400 10,574 1,040,460 96,400 10,745 1,035,800 

STAD EG fh acrelctsiests ay 1,851,000 By bo 18,051,000 1,845,000 9,992 18,435,000 1,856,000 10,172 18,879,000 














1/Preliminary. 2/Average number of milk cows on farms during year, excluding heifers not yet fresh. 3/Includes Menominee. * Tied with 1 or more counties. 
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FARMERS PLAN TO 
REDUCE CROP ACREAGE 


The annual March | survey of planting intentions for the 
1972 crop season indicates that Wisconsin farmers plan to de- 
crease their acreage of major crops. Planted acreage for the 8 
major crops included in the March Prospective Plantings Sur- 
vey is expected to total 8,900,000 acres, down 1 percent 
from 1971. 

The planted acreage of corn, oats, and hay — Wiscon- 
sin’s “Big Three’? — could be about 124,000 acres less than 
last year if farmers follow their intentions. Most of this de- 
crease will be in corn as no change is anticipated for hay, and 
oat acreage may be down only 32,000 acres. 

Corn planted for all uses is expected to total 2,982,000 
acres in 1972, down 3 percent from last year’s record crop of 
3,074,000 acres but still 8 percent above the acreage planted 
two years ago. During the two month period from January 1 
to March 1, Wisconsin farmers decided to decrease their corn 


planting intentions by 2 percent with most of the reduced 
acreage shifting to soybeans. 

Wisconsin farmers are planning to increase soybean acre- 
age 20 percent this year. The planting of soybeans for all pur- 
poses may total 156,000 acres in 1972, up 26,000 acres from 
last year but only 1,000 acres more than in 1970. Acreage in- 
tentions for tobacco and potatoes in 1972 show little change 
from a year earlier. 

Based on March 1 intentions, farmers in the Nation plan 
to reduce corn acreage 8 percent in 1972. This is 4 percent 
lower than indicated earlier on the special January 1 survey. 
Prospective soybean plantings, at 45% million acres for all pur- 
poses, would be 5 percent above the record 1971 crop. The 
Nation’s farmers intend to raise less oats, barley, spring wheat, 
and potatoes in 1972. Hay and tobacco acreage in the Nation 
for 1972 is expected to show little change from the previous 
year. 


Planted Acreage, Selected Crops, 1972 Intentions 
Compared with 1970 and 1971 Planted Acreage, Wisconsin and United States 











Wisconsin United States 
5 1970 1971 | 1972 BLES) 1970 | 1971 | 1972 CUES Los 
last year last year 
1,000 acres Percent 1,000 acres Percent 
Worm yall peegaters oles, sis steyage epee: 2,769 3,074 2,982 — 3 67,004 74,097 68,460 — 8 
Springuwiteats swe cistern tts LS Ne, 16 = 16 9,047 13,119 10,683 —19 
Oats shee eee eho Oe 1,764 1,588 1,556 = 2 24,434 21,987 21,026 — 4 
Bare yOu eerreterte cial saerscsne)i< ene 34 aNd) 41 + 41 10,420 11,064 10,395 = "6 
Potatoes: 
Late summer and fall ...... 53.0 525 525) Nae 1,234.4 1,205.3 1,169.4 — 3 
AIL PR Site ero hieh rales peel GP OMG si Teirs 53.0 52.5) $2.5 N.C 1,448.6 1,414.2 1,363.2 — 4 
Tobacco; Ny pes 4.2 eee. eset 4.4 Sine Sie N.C = — - 
MoObaAccOmmhy Delsioec juan neers 4.4 See 5.3 + 2 — — - — 
Tobacco, binder total 2/ ...... 8.8 10.4 10.5 ap it 10.47 12.01 12.10 aot 
Soyibedus S/ipemreraeeer cil ernen. £55 130 156 +20 42,945 43,176 45,489 ae 8) 
faye all 2i/iFare eect qsncnoteneva ens oe 4,016 4,086 4,086 NEG 62,911 63,265 62,826 = 4 





1/U. S. total includes acreage planted preceding fall. 2/Acres harvested or intended for harvest. 3/Grown alone for all purposes. 


BEEF CATTLE PRICES 
CONTINUE TO INCREASE 


Good grade steers at the St. Paul market averaged $33.39 
a hundredweight for February, up $1.20 from January and 
$4.49 above a year earlier. This was the fourth consecutive 
month that the price of good grade steers at St. Paul increased. 
Utility cow prices averaged $25.20 a hundredweight at the 
St. Paul market during January, an increase of $1.34 from the 
previous month and $3.49 more than a year ago. Good grade 
feeder steers at the Kansas City market averaged $34.96 a 


BEEF CATTLE PRICES 
S. St. Paul & Kansas City Monthly Averages !970,71,72 


$ per Cwt. 
Bis) 





| “Good Steers 
25 G Sh Sie (ety 


hundredweight in February, up 68 cents from January and 
$3.35 higher than last year. This was the eighth straight month 
of higher prices for good grade feeder steers at Kansas City. 


HOG MARKET AVERAGES HIGHER 


Although prices were lower in the beginning and at the 
of the month, barrow and gilt prices at the St. Paul market for 
February averaged about a $1.00 higher than in January. At 
$25.60 a hundredweight for February, barrow and gilt prices 
were $6.38 above February 1971 but still $2.61 under that 
month in 1970 when they reached a peak. 


BARROW and GILT PRICES 


South St. Paul Monthly Averages 1970, 71,72 
O 





Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. 
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MARCH 1 HOG INVENTORY Farrowings during March through May are expected to 
BELOW LAST YEAR be 10 percent lower than in the same quarter of 1971. Wis- 
consin farmers plan to farrow 99,000 sows during June through 
The inventory of hogs and pigs on Wisconsin farms August, a decline of 5 percent from that period a year ago. 
March | was 9 percent below a year earlier. Hogs kept for Farmers in the 10 Corn Belt States had 6 percent fewer 
breeding purposes numbered 259,000, down 6 percent from hogs and pigs on hand March 1 than in the previous year. 
the previous year. A total of 1,179,000 hogs and pigs were Breeding stock was down 8 percent while market hogs were 6 
being raised primarily for the slaughter market, a decline of percent under last year. 
10 percent from March 1, 1971. The number of sows farrowing in the Corn Belt States 
There were 72,000 sows that farrowed in Wisconsin from during December through February was 10 percent below a 
December through February, 9 percent less than in the com- year earlier. Farmers in these States intend to farrow 7 percent 
parable quarter a year earlier. These sows produced 534,000 fewer sows in both the March through May and June through 
pigs for an average litter rate of 7.42, slightly less than the August quarters than were farrowed in the comparable quar- 
rate of 7.55 pigs per litter last year. ters of 1971. 


All Hogs and Pigs on Farms, Breeding and Market 
March 1, 1971 and 1972, 10 States 












For breeding Market Total hogs and pigs 




















Change from Change from Change from 

1971 | 1972 cree 1971 1972 fasten 1971 1972 iasieeae 

1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent 
ORIG’ eee eee SiS 334 —11 2,209 1,966 =11 2,584 2,300 — fl 
Indiana 22.2). 656 660 cm 4,200 4,190 Nac 4,856 4,850 N2C: 
{Hinoisiahcs ass 1,048 1,000 = 5. 5,504 5,450 = I} 6,552 6,450 — 2 
Wisconsin..... 276 259 —- 6 1,304 1,179 — 10 1,580 1,438 = 9 
Minnesota .... $17 474 — 8 2,821 2,626 — 7 3,338 3,100 - 7 
LOWS te ae 8 ee 2,233 2,045 — 8 Uae 10,933 —- 7 13,955 12,978 — 7 
Missouri...... 751 650 —13 3,540 3,650 * 3 4,291 4,300 Na Gc: 
South Dakota. . 316 279 —12 1,489 AGS) — 14 1,805 1,552 — 14 
Nebraska ..... §10 482 =, § 2,890 2,442 —15 3,400 2,924 — 14 
ICANISAS gekwesel can 291 266 — 9 1,789 1,634 - 9 2,080 1,900 S 
Total 10 States . 6,973 6,449 -—- 8 37,468 35,343 — 6 44,441 41,792 — 6 





Sows to Farrow, March through August, 10 States 










March through May 





June through August 











State 1971 | 1972 1/ aes from 1971 ‘a 1972 1/ Change from 

ast year last year 

1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent 
Onio We eee es vistas ae ree 147 132 — 10 142 120 —15 
Ae iama ee i. spayed, a aseey tes 264 250 —- § 244 235 — 4 
TMM OISi os. 2 che averse ae 489 460 —- 6 395 370 —- 6 
WisCOnsingcds.. si deicals2 ste 149 134 = hw 104 99 =k 
Minnesotas. mass ok-/sle sane ath 255 — 16 198 182 =F 
LOWa' cd aiseaee avers Bo ets 1,123 1,044 — 7 647 602 — 7 
Missouri tice <cretcors tt 317 285 — 10 270 240 —11 
South Dakota ......... 190 165 = 5 77 65 — 16 
Nebraskaities n-c8s ) siaiene's 252 240 - 5 165 ie -— § 
IAINSES farce einaie aueks overs 122 117 —- 4 88 88 NG? 
otal O%states een: siey ere 3,324 3,082 -— 7 2,330 2,158 —- 7 





1/Number indicated by breeding intentions reports. 


Sows Farrowing, Pigs per Litter and Pig Crop 
December 1/ through February, 1971 and 1972, 10 States 





Sows farrowing Pigs per litter 










Pig crop 2/ 














State Change from Ch f 
1971 | 1972 1971 | ange Irom 

last year aoa oS he last year 

1,000 head Percent Head 1,000 head Percent 
Ohiol an hee sae 123 105 — 15 7.00 7.30 861 166 i 
Indiana; coer. = aon eee 242 230 = 7.03 7.39 1,701 1,700 N.C. 
TET GAS oie IY soe obese Saas carat che 337, 310 -—- 8 6.60 7.10 2,224 2,201 r= dl 
Wisconsin! (astra. arctecet catchers af) 72 aoe EY esd 7.42 596 534 19) 
Minnesotasets 2. ee 159 146 EES 7.40 7.35 1077 1,073 z= lo 
LOWS heres ce ete Cee? 529 462 = 13 6.95 7.45 3,677 3,442 — 6 
MissOuUriits sain a care sas titel oka tars 222 210 — § 6.65 7.16 1,476 1,504 2 
South Dakotas ee en eo 77 60 —22 7.35 TO) 566 436 =123 
Neébraskaleehenic sete one 161 130 319 7.25 7.10 1,167 923 tem 
Kansas: Stans ays S oe taere eer ae 99 97 — 2 7.35 7.40 728 718 - 1 
Total 10'Statesi ey. eae ee 2,028 1,822 = 10 6.99 7.30 14,173 13,297 = % 





1/December preceding year. 2/Number of pigs born December through February that were on hand March 1 or had been sold. 








March 1972 


WISCONSIN FARM REPORTER 7 


a 


CUSTOM RATES GUIDE 


Rates shown in the tables should be used as guides rather 
than absolute values in making decisions regarding custom 
work. Rates can vary widely, depending on topography, soil 
conditions, type and size of machine, traditional rates in a 


Planting and Fertilizing Operations, 
Wisconsin, 1971 1/ 













Average 
rate 


Average 


Operation 
P rate 





Dollars per acre Dollars per hour 


Grain drilling: 
Without fertilizer 
Width in feet 


Pt Me uy rere Fee oh Cid 5 A 1.75- 6.00 4.22 
9290S acoleher« hae : 2.00-12.00 5.50 
All reports 2/.. : 2.00-12.00 4.81 
With fertilizer 
Width in feet 
(AES Seder eh ay /aventers : s 2.00- 7.00 5.46 
OF Ot ateie olden. rs ‘ Ps 2.25-12.00 6.22 
All reports 2/.. é 2.00-12.00 5.75 
Corn planting: 
Without fertilizer 
SIOW nn pee mee. & A 1.50- 5.00 Z By 
A SOW eral aaa ich: ita : 4.50-10.00 7.63 
Allreports 2/ .... 1.50-10.00 4.88 
With fertilizer 
SAT OW Wate wo inens foyer Sita) ‘5 : 1.50- 8.00 4.70 
PONG Gare eteaaehe rire : : 3.25-11.00 6.25 
Allreports 2/ .... 1.50-11.00 5.60 
With insecticide: 
PSE Leo Q cockao — _ 
G: TOW hare, eteds raya vane — - 
Allreports 2/ .... 5.00-12.00 8.70 
With herbicide: 
All reports 2/ .... = = 
With insecticide and 
herbicide: 
2 SOW ere teraegete ts = = 
4 TOW8sa stare ene ¥ 3 = = 
All reports 2/.. - - 
Fertilizer application: 
Dry fertilizer. 2.2 o<:.: - 6.00-12.00 8.00 
Pigquiditertilizer ss... 2.0 é - - - 
Anhydrous ammonia . 6.00-15.00 10.10 





1/Rates include charges for the machines, power unit, operator’s labor and fuel, 
but excludes costs of materials such as seed, fertilizer, herbicides, etc. 2/State av- 
erage includes rates for all sizes of machines reported and reports that failed to in- 
dicate size of machine. 


LESS BUTTER AND 
CHEESE IN COLD STORAGE 


Cold storage stocks of butter and cheese in the Nation 
at the end of February were lower than a year ago. The 89 
million pounds of butter in cold storage on February 29 were 
a third less than in the previous year. Government-owned but- 
ter stocks were down 46 percent from the end of February 
last year. 


Manufacturers’ Stocks of Other Dairy Products 
United States 


Change 
from 
last year 






Jan. 31, 


Commodity 1971 





1,000 pounds Percent 





Dried whole milk..........- 5,830 5,491 4,516 —18 
Dried'skimimilke 7.5 Js. 4a 85,754 100,227 75,472 —25 
Dried buttermilk .......... 7,223 8,261 3,168 —62 
Condensed milk and evapor- 

ated milk (case goods) 1/ . 96,602 81,279 73,895 -— 9 








1/ Combined to avoid disclosing individual operations. 


given area, and special services performed. A more complete 
report on custom rates in Wisconsin, including harvesting oper- 
ations and other farm work, is available by writing to the Wis- 
consin Statistical Reporting Service, Box 5160, Madison, Wis- 
consin 53705. 


Land Tillage Operations, Wisconsin, 1971 1/ 





: Average - Average 
Operation OAS rate 
Dollars per acre Dollars per hour 
Plowing: 
Number of bottoms 
DEMS wis scayrs techy sticiieive s) mecus pe 2.50- 9.00 5.74 
APL SS TEMS fe tcolpeitaisah athe, To] Nokepis atte 4.50-15.00 9.93 
DERM s 2 aye Neuoew Suma eg’ she $.00-20.00 10.01 
ATI re pOriss) i averters oieie + 2.50-25.00 8.82 
Disking: 
Width in feet 
O= 1 2 Petree sya clis\ «fe fae ri2) 2.00-10.00 6.12 
L321 Geemarc c is ciertr.. <a F ; — - 


2.00-15.00 6.63 


Quack digging: 
Width in feet 
Sandiunders <7 ees oe 
Lr AS Fe ae tie at ein ees eta 
Aliineports 2s atv iets 


2.00- 7.00 4.55 
3.00- 8.00 5.44 
2.00-15.00 6.26 


Chisel plowing: 


All reportsi2 /eeiieis, <i) c--nehe > 4.00-15.00 7.68 


Harrowing: 
Spike tooth 
Width in feet 
LAAT Sie sac tieneacne 
OLDS aro rete tot aireuete.se 
All reports 2/ 
Spring tooth 
Width in feet 
LOU 2 aia acta us 3 sleeatsys dj 3 2.50- 6.00 4.88 
DS aU Se a etic cies Homes 3 ; — _ 
16 and OVeE).|..03 01. 0 : : — = 
All reports 2/ 2.00-12.00 6.57 


4.00-10.00 4.83 
2.00-10.00 6.00 
2.00-12.00 Seva 


Cultivating: 
Without fertilizer 
DIE OW? corcteaa hs leeks Sie ame ites 
ATO Woaetinige eircas rene oaraist cs 


2.00- 8.00 4.58 
2.50- 8.00 5.50 
2.00-20.00 5.67 


Cultivating: 
With fertilizer 





2.50-4.00 3213) = = 
2.25-3.00 
2.25-4.00 OFS) = = 





1/Rates include charges for the machines, power unit, operator’s labor, and fuel, 
but excludes costs of materials such as fertilizer, herbicides, etc. 2/State average 
includes rates for all sizes of machines reported and reports that failed to indicate 
size of machine. 

Total cheese in cold storage on February 29 was 6 per- 
cent below a year earlier. Stocks of Swiss cheese were 38 per- 
cent less than a year ago, and American cheese in cold storage 


was down 6 percent. 


Cold Storage Stocks of Butter and Cheese 























Change 
; Feb. 28, 

Commodity 1971 from last 
year 

1,000 pounds Percent 

UNITED STATES 
BUttCM ae ere eye es, es AS See 81,261 134,090 89,295 — 33 
Cheese, American ...... 238,020 242,808 229,135 — 6 
Cheese, Swiss sss. <s:5.2 <i. 10,074 12,302 7,679 — 38 
Cheese, all other ....... 37,578 54,807 54,869 INeGe 
Cheese, total 225.0 5..5%).. 285,672 309,917 291,683 — 6 
WISCONSIN 
Bucterie ects! yoke ares: Apter 1,838 Bal 4,165 Tae LO: 
Cheese, American ...... 134,890 148,451 127,431 — 14 
GOVERNMENT STOCKS* 

BULTOEA <i. lore aas «08, res piles $3,097 107,231 $8,268 — 46 
Cheese, American ...... 411 806 2,338 +190 





*Included in above totals. 
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MEAT ANIMALS BOLSTER 
PRICES RECEIVED INDEX 


Higher meat animal prices were primarily responsible for 
an 8 point gain from January to February in the prices re- 
ceived index for Wisconsin farm products. At 361 percent of 
the 1910-14 base, the prices received index for mid-February 
was 21 points above a year ago and a record high for that date. 

Hog prices averaged $25.10 a hundredweight as of Feb- 
ruary 15, anincrease of $2.90 from a month earlier and $5.80 
more than last year. However, hog prices were $2.20 below 
the record mid-February price in 1970. 

Steers and heifers averaged $31.50 a hundredweight for 
February, up $1.80 from January and $3.50 higher than a year 
ago. Slaughter cows, at $23.00 a hundredweight in mid-Feb- 
ruary, were $1.60 above the previous month and $2.90 more 
than a year earlier. 

Calves averaged $45.80 a hundredweight on February 15, 
an increase of $3.60 from January and a record high for any 
month. Calf prices were up $9.60 from February last year and 
were almost double the price of seven years ago. 

Lambs averaged $26.70 a hundredweight for February, 
a gain of 80 cents from a month earlier and $3.30 above 
February 1971. Sheep, at $5.50 a hundredweight in Febru- 
ary, were unchanged from January but 30 cents under last 
year. 

Egg prices declined 1 cent a dozen from January to 
February. At 23 cents a dozen for mid-February, eggs were 
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8 cents lower than a year ago. Turkeys averaged 23 cents a 
pound liveweight for February, the same as January but 2 
cents more than the previous year. 

Corn prices increased 2 cents a bushel from January to 
February. However, the mid-February corn price of $1-i2% 
bushel was 32 cents under last year. Oats averaged 71 cents a 
bushel in February, unchanged from January but 6 cents be- 
low February 1971. Soybeans, at $2.95 a bushel for February, 
were up 7 cents from a month earlier and 16 cents above the 
previous year. 


Prices Received by Wisconsin Farmers 









February February January February 


Commodity 1970 1971 1972 1972 








Dollars 
Milk cows ...... 350.00 385.00 415.00 415.00 
Steers and heifers . 26.90 28.00 29.70 31.50 
COWS ISR ae or 20.90 20.10 21.40 23.00 
Calves eric Secnaee 37.80 36.20 42.20 45.80 
HOgs erate sd totes 27.30 19.30 22.20 25.10 
Sheep es acini mee 7.20 5.80 5.50 5.50 
Lambs irae cose: 27.10 23.40 25.90 26.70 
Wool iter. aiciiaie .36 -30 .24 -24 
Chickens 1/ 2.2. -075 -085 -085 -085 
Turkeys) 2.2 22%: .270 -210 -230 .230 
BES io uses eee -470 .310 -240 .230 
COL i. esis ees 1.14 1.44 1.10 1.12 
Oats? ee teers -65 exit! Fiz/al -71 
Soybeans ic mieace 2.40 2.79 2.88 2.95 
Alfalfa hay, baled . 20.00 21.50 23.50 23.00 





1/ Excludes broilers. 
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